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Introduction 
 
For teachers who are interested in exploring holidays celebrated by a variety of faiths 
and ethic cultures, Holiday Music presents the history and meaning of Christmas, 
Hanukkah, and Kwanza through song. 
   
Curriculum Connections 
The songs are supported by cross-curricular activities with a focus on early literacy 
skills. 
 
Music 

- identify beat in their environment 
- identify rhythmic patterns 
- sing music from a variety of cultures 
- sing expressively, showing an understanding of the text 
- recognize that mood can be created through music 
- identify higher and lower pitched sounds in a melody 

 
Language  

- express clear responses to written material relating the ideas in them 
(thoughts, feelings, experience) to their own knowledge and experience 

- retell a story in proper sequence, identifying the main idea 
- communicate ideas (thoughts, feelings, experiences) for specific purposes  
- organize ideas in a logical sequence (e.g., beginning, middle, and end)  
- use adjectives and adverbs to write own lyrics to the songs  
- produce short pieces of writing for a chorus and a verse 

 
Social Studies 

- demonstrate an understanding that Canada is a country of many cultures 
- demonstrate on understanding that communities may be made up of many 

cultures 
- identify the significant features of various family cultures 
- identify community celebrations that reflect their own heritage and Canadian 

identity 
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Resources 
 
Children’s picture books and the Internet are valuable resources to support a study 
of cultural holidays and celebrations. 
 
Christmas: 
 

www.cdli.ca/CITE/christmas.htm 
www.museevirtuel.ca/Exhibitions/Noel/angl/presentn.htm 
Berger, Barbara Helen. The Donkey's Dream.  

Puffin Books, 1999. ISBN 0698116054 
Laurence, Margaret. The Christmas Birthday Story. 
 Alfred A. Knopf, NY, 1980. ISBN 0394943619 

 
Hanukkah (Chanuka): 
 

www.chanuka.com 
www.cbc.ca/news/indepth/mideast/ 
www.aish.com/holidays/ 
Burns, Marilyn. The Hanukkah Book. 
 Avon Books, NY, 1991. ISBN 0380715201 
Kimmel, Eric A. The Magic Dreidels: A Hanukkah Story. 
 Holiday House, 1997, ISBN 0823412741 

 
Kwanza (Kwanzaa)  
 

www.officialkwanzaawebsite.org 
www.web-holidays.com/kwanzaa/ 
www.tike.com/celeb-kw.htm 
Newton Chocolate, Deborah M. My First Kwanzaa Book. 
 Scholastic Canada, 1999. ISBN 0439129265 
Ford, Juwanda G. K Is for Kwanzaa: A Kwanzaa Alphabet Book. 
 Scholastic Canada, 2003. ISBN 0439560713 
 
The websites provided are for teacher references only. Some graphics and 
information may be unsuitable for children. 
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Implementation Strategies 
 
Before Teaching the Song 
Guide students as they tell the story of the holiday by introducing related vocabulary, 
e.g., for Christmas some words may be gifts, star, Jesus.  
Make a list of these words on chart paper. 
 
Teaching the Song 
Show the words to the song. Sing the first line of the song and have the students 
repeat. Do this with the first four lines of the song and then have the students repeat 
all four lines together. Continue this way until the students feel comfortable singing 
the song in its entirety. 
After the students have sung along with the recorded music, they could sing along to 
the instrumental track only.  
 
After Teaching the Song 
• Students underline or highlight the words from the song that are on the class list 

and write a poem, using their highlighted words.  
Example: 
We celebrate Christmas 
With family and friends,  
Receiving and giving 
The gifts we send.  

 

• Use the holiday words as part of the class spelling list or student vocabulary lists. 
 

• Christmas: Students tell about a celebration of a birth – it can be a personal 
retelling or one they have read about. They illustrate their story and add a 
caption. 
 

• Hanuakkah: Make latkes with the students. Students follow the recipe with 
guidance from the teacher. (See Appendix A) 
 

• Kwanza: Each student interviews someone they know to find out some 
information about a holiday or celebration that is special for them. (See Appendix 
B) Students could answer the questionnaire, as well. They use the information 
from the interview to design a holiday flag using construction paper, markers and 
paint. The flags can be displayed in the class. 

 

• Using the instrumental tracks, students work with a partner to write their own 
lyrics to the music.  
Before they begin, review the components of the song (verses and chorus). 
Discuss what original lyrics are repeated and how this effect is used to relay the 
main message of the song. Encourage them to use adverbs, adjectives and 
rhyming words. They can perform their new song for the class using the 
instrumental version of the music and display their lyrics for others to join in. 
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Oh Hanukkah 
by Barb McIlquham (SOCAN 2004) 
 
 
Oh Hanukkah 

Celebrate 

Light the candles One to Eight 

This was the miracle 

This was true 

Only one day of oil  

Lasted eight days through 

 

The Menorah 

Candles bright 

Highest candle 

Shamash is to light 

Say two blessings 

Thanks and praise 

Feast on Latkes 

Dreidel games to play 
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Matunda Ya Kwanza (First Fruits) 
by Barb McIlquham (SOCAN 2004) 
 
 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
 
A gathering of people  
In Africa and here 
A time to  respect 
A time to reflect  
With friends and family 
 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
 
Black is for the people  
And red is for their fight* 
And green is for the future and hope 
The unity of life 
 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
Matunda Ya Kwanza 
 
*Kwanza was first established during the mid sixties during the Black Freedom Movement. 
Kwanza reinforces the basic values of African culture which contribute to building and 
reinforcing family, community and culture among African and African Americans. 
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The Christmas Birthday Song 
by Barb McIlquham (SOCAN 2004) 

 
 

Did you ever wonder why 
we celebrate the day 
Of Christmas with our friends 
and family 
A certain way 
 
Just as you give gifts 
On birthdays and Christmas 
Three wise men gave their 
treasures to a baby 
Named Jesus 
 
And this was the first birthday 
Celebrated in this way 
Giving and receiving gifts 
The Christmas birthday way 
 
Did you ever wonder why 
We celebrate the day  
Of Christmas hanging 
Christmas lights in  
Colourful displays 
 

Just as birthday candles light 
A star was shining bright 
When Jesus the new  baby 
Came into the world that night 
 
And this was the first birthday  
Celebrated in this way 
Lighting up the sky with joy 
The Christmas birthday way 
 
Did you ever wonder why 
We celebrate the day 
Of Christmas with our friends and family  
A certain way 
 
Gathered all around  
Are people that we love 
Celebrating new life 
And a promise from above 
 
And this was the first birthday 
Celebrated in this way 
Families overjoyed with love 
The Christmas birthday way 
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Appendix A - Teacher’s Reference  
 
Potato Latkes   
 
2 pounds potatoes, peeled, diced 
1 large onion, peeled, diced 
1 egg 
3 tbsp.  flour 
1 1/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
10 tbsp.  vegetable oil 
 
Grate the potatoes and onions in a bowl. Mix in egg, flour, salt, pepper and baking 
powder. 
 
Heat 6 tablespoons of oil in a large skillet over medium-high heat. Drop 1 heaping 
tablespoon batter per pancake into hot oil.  Cook until brown, about 3 minutes per 
side. Serve hot with sour cream and applesauce. 
 
Makes about 18 latkes. 
  
* When making the latkes with the hot oil, children must be supervised by an adult at 
all times. 
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Appendix B: Interview  
 
Name ____________________________ 
 
 
1. What is your favourite colour? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is your favourite activity? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is your favourite meal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write two questions of your own: 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


